Ilinois Green Ribbon Schools Application
Response 1D: 235 Dz

1. Page One

Thank you for your interest in completing the Winois Green Ribbon Schools application. in order to
complete this application, you will need to collect extensive data about your school's facility, heaith
and safety policies, food service, and environmental and sustainability curriculum and assessment.
The application guide is provided 0 help you prepare your application. We strongly encourage you to
use it 10 begin your research. Applications must be submitted electronically, via this survey, o ISBE
no laer than February 15, 2012

The U.S. Departmenmt of Education’s Green Ribbon Schools {(ED-GRS) award is intended to recognize
those schools taking a comprehensive approach to greening their school. A comprehensive
approach incorporates and integrates environmental learning with maximizing positive environmental
and health impacts. The award criteria are intended o focus on measurable ouicomes wherever
possible.

This is a two-step process. The first step is to complete and submit this form 1 be selected as a state
nominee. if the school is subsequently selected, the second step of the process is to provide
additional information for the nominee package that will be forwarded to the U.S. Department of
Education {ED). Each state may submit up to four nominees 0 ED. Upon review, ED will then award
approximately 100 Green Ribbons from these nominees.

Application reviews will be based on the applicant's demonsirated progress towards the goals of
each of the three ED-Green Ribbon Schools Pillars:

Pillar |1 goal: The school has a net zero environmental impact
Pillar Il goal: The school has a positive impact on the health and performance of siudents and staff
Pillar Hl goal: 100% of the school's graduates are environmetally and sustainability liter ate

1. These are ambitious goals and few if any schools are expected to have achieved all three, or
perhaps even 100% of any one of the pillars.

2. Schools demostrating exemplary achievement in all three Pillars will receive the highest ranking.
3. itis imporiant to demonstrate concrete achievement, using quantified measures, whenever possible

4. If your school is being actively considered, additional documents supporting your answers may be
requested.

As you'll see in the application form below, the 1llinois State Board of Education has broken down
each Pillar into "Elements” in order to provide more detail and explanation for what is meant by each
Pillar. Each Element then has a series of questions which will demonsirate the progress made in
achieving these goals. Some questions have been grouped together into categories for the sake of
clarity and organization.

Once you begin your application, you may save and return to it at any time.

You must submit your application no later than February 15, 2012,
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By submitting this electranic application, the school principal and district superintendent {or equivalents} on the next
page certity, for public schods, that each of the statements belaw concerning the schod's eligibility and compliance
with the following requirements is true and correct. For private schods, the signatures of the school principal and
district superintendent (or equivalent) on the next page certify that statements 1 through 7 and statement 12 aretrue.
In no case, is a private school required to make any certification with regard to the public school district in which it is

located.

# The school has some configuratian that indudes ane or mare of grades K-12. (Schools oan the same campus with ane
principal, even aK-12 school, must apply as an entire schoal.)

« The school achieves or cames close toachieving the goals of all three Green Ribbon Pillars: 1) enviravmental and
sustainability educatian; 2) headthy schod enviranments; and 3) enviranmental impact and energy efficiency.

o The schod is in compliance with all applicable occupational safety and health standards and has no cutstanding
citatians for vidatian of federal, state, or local occupatianal safety and health regulatians and standards, nor has
resdved such a case within the past year.

* The schod is in compliance with all applicable tederal food and drug standards, including the Federal Food, Drug, and
Cosmetic Act and has no autstanding vidations, nor has resdved such a case within the past year.

e The schod is in compliance with all applicable state and local codes and has noautstanding citatians for state or local
envirahmental, health, existing building, fire, plumbing, mechanical, or property maintenance codes, |aws, or
requlations, nor has resdved such a case within the past year.

« The school has nat been ated within the past three years for falure to meet federal, state or local patabl e water quality
standards.

» The schadl has nat been cited within the last three years for i mpraper management of hazardous waste according to
federal and state regulatians.

» Neither the applicant nor its public schod district is refusing the U.S. Department of Educabon Office of Civil Rights
(OCR) access toinformation necessary tainvestigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district-wide compliance
review.,

= OCR has natissued a vioation letter of findings tothe public school district conduding that applicant or the public
school district as a whale has vidated one or more of the civil rights statutes. A vidation letter of findings will nat be
considered outstanding if OCR has accepted a corrective plan toremedy the vidatian.

» The U_S. Department of Justice does nat have a pending suit alleging that the public school or the public school
district as awhd e has vidated one or more of the dvil rights statutes ar the Constitution's equal pralectian datse.

® There are nofindings of vidations of the Individuals with Disabilities Echication Act in aU_S. Department of Education
monitaring repart that apply to the public schoaol or public schoal district in question; or if there are such findings, the
state or public schod district has corrected, or agreed to correct, the findings.

¢ The schod and the district (if the schodl is a public schod) meet applicable federal, state, tribal, and local hesdth,

environmental and safety requirements in law, regulations, and pdicy, and is willing toundergoU.S. Enviranmental
Pratection Agency (EPA) on-site verification,
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Schod Contact Information

Schod Name
Praine Crossing Chaner School



Street Address
1531 Jones Point Road
City
Grayslake
State
IL
Zip
60030

School Website
hp/www.prainecossingcharterschool.org/

Principal First Name
Nigel
Principal Last Name

Whittington, executive director

Principal Enmail Address
nwhitington @pcchasterschool.org

Prindpal Phone Number
B47-543-9722

Lead Applicant First Name (if different from principal)
Naomi
Lead Applicant Last Name (if different from principal)

Hershiser

Lead Applicant Email
nhershiser@pcocharterschool.org

Lead Applicant Phone Number
847-543-9722

Level
K-8

Schod Type
Charter

How would you describe your school ?
Pnvate/independent

District and Code
34049900025

School Name
Prairie Crassing Charter Schaol



Does your schod have at |east 40 percent of your students from a disadvantaged background?
Na
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Application Outline:
Green Ri and Elements Paints

Cross-Cutting Questions: Participation in Green School Programs andéor Awards for 5 points
Environmemal and Sustainability Effons

PILLAR ONE: Net zeroenvironmental impact: 30%
Element 1A: Zero greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 15 points
Energy
Buildings
Element 1B: Improved water quality, efficgency, and conservation 5 points
Waler
Grounds
Element 1C: Reduced waste production 5 points
Waste
Hazardous waste
Element 1D: Use of alternative ransportation to, during, and fram schoo 5 points
PILLAR TWGQ: Positive impact on student and staff health: 30%
Element 2A: An integrated schod environmental health program 15 paints
Integrated Pest Management
Contaminant controls and Ventilation
Asthma control
Indoar ar quality
Moisture control
Chemical management
Element 2B: High standards of nutrition, fitness, and quantity of quality cutdoor time 15 points

Friiness and ouldoor ime

Food and Nutriion

Ultra Violet (UV) safety

Element 3A: Interdisdplinary learning about the key 20 points
redationships between dynamic enviranmental, energy and human systens

Element 3B: Use of the environment and sustainability to develop STEM content, 5 points
knowiedge, and thinking skills

Element 3C: Devel apmeni and application of civic engagement knowledge and skills 10 points

TOTAL 100 paints
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QCC1: Is your school participating in alocal, state, or nationally recognized green school program which asks you to
benchmark progress in same fashion (for example, National wildlife Federation EcoSchools USA, Green Schools
Alliance, Collaborative for High Performance Schodls, ar Prgect Learning Tree's Green Schodls!)?

No
Which program{s) are you participating in and what leved{s) have you achieved?

QCC2: Has yaur schod, staft ar student body received any awards for environmental ar sustainability
stewards hiplacton ?

Yes

Flease list the aawrds you have received and the years yau received them

BP Leader Award, 2004: “Chaster Up~ award from the Hlinois Network of Charter Schools for our innovative Farm to Table
program, 2006; LEED Gold certification, 2008

6. Page Six

Pillar 1: Environmental Impact and Energy Efficiency

Buildings, grounds and operations goal: The school has made significant progress toward "net zero*
envirgnmental impact (zero carbon, solid waste, and hazardous waste footprints).

Pillar 1 includes four main elements:

A) Reduced greenhouse gas emissions, using an energy audit or emissions inventory and reduction
plan, cost-effective energy efficiency improvements and on-site renewable energy andjor purchase of
green power.

B) Improved water guality, efficiency, and conservation.

C) Reduced solid waste production, through increased recycling, reduced consumption, and
improved management, reduction, or elimination of hazardous waste stream.

D) Expanded use of alternative ransportation to, during and from school, through active promotion of
locally-available options and implementation of enabling projects and policies.

Each guestion in this section is designed to measure your school's progress towards Pillar 1 and its
associated 4 elements.
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Q1AL Can yaur school demonstrate a reduction in its Greenhouse Gas emissions?
No

Please provide the fallowing information:
Q1A2: Has yaur schod received EPA ENERGY STAR certification ar does it meet the requirements far ENERGY STAR
certification ?

No

If your school received the certification, please note the years it was achieved and the scare received:



Q1A3: Has your schod reduced its total non{ranspartalion energy use fram an initial basdine?
No

Please provide the foll owing infarmatian:

Q1A4: What percentage of your schod's energy is obtained from:

On-site renewable energy generation : 23%
Purchased renewable energy : none inentionally

in what year was yaur schod constructed?
1999-2006 (S buildngs)

What is the tolal building area of your schod?
42 701 sq. ft (33981 consruded within last 10 years, 8729 previously existing)}

Q1AS: Has yaur schod construcied a new building or renovated an existing building in the past ten years?
Yes

Please provide the fallowing information:

Percentage of the building area that meets green build standards (for example, LEED. CHPS, Green Globes or other standasds)
- 7296 of new construdion

Which certification did you receive and at what level? : LEED Gold

What is the total constructed afea? : Of new buildings, 13,711 sq. ft LEED Gold certified: 10,960 sq. ft. qualifies for LEED
certification but certification not applied for due to certification cost 9,310 sq. ft. does not qualify.

What is the lotal renovaied area? - Osg it

Q1A6: Do any parts of yaur existing buildings meet green build standards (far example, LEED, CHPS, Green Glabes, or
ather standasds)?

No
Please provide the following infarmation:

Q1A7: Does yaur schod reduce andir offset the greenhause gas emissions fram building energy use?
Nao

Please provide the fallowing information:

Q1A8: Please indicate which green building practices your schodl is using 1oensure your building is energy efficient.

School has an energy and water effident produa purchasing and procurement policy in place
Other (please desaibe): School has geothermal heating and cooling system; school has wind turbine and solar panels. New
buildings consruced with thick insulation and energy-effident windows and window placement.
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Q1B1: Can you demonstrate a reduction in yaur schodl's total water consumption (measured in gallonsioccupant) from
an initial baseline?
No

Please provide the fdlowing information:

Q 1B2: Which «f the fdlowing practices does yaur schod employee to increase wates efficiency and ensure quality?
(Please check all that apply)

Our sthool conduds annual audits of the tadlity and irigahon systems to ensure they are free of significant water leaks and to



identify opporunites for savings.

Our school's landscaping is water- effident andfor regranally appropnae.

Our school uses alternative water sources (ie. grey water) for imigation before potable water.

Taps. faucets. and founiains a our school are deaned a least twice annually b reduce contaminaion and saeens and aeralors
are deaned a least annualy w0 remove particilate lead deposits.

Please provide the fallawing information abaut your schod’s landscaping
What percentage or your total landscaping is considered water-effident or regonally appropnate? : 90%
What types of plants are used and whese are they locaied? : nalive praine plants and trees are planted throughout the campus

Please describe the alternate watey sources used for irrigation. (Maximum 100 words)

We have four 1000-gallon dsterns for colleding ranwater on our LEED certified dassroom building. Other campus buildings
have rain barrels for colleding rain water and watering food- garden areas. We do not rely upon tap water for landscaping needs
aall.

Please describe the program you have in place to control tead in drinking water. (Maximum 100 words)

Q1B3: Our schod's drinking water comes from:

Muniapa water source
Please describe how the watey saurce is pratected fram potential contaminants. (Maximum 100 words)

Q 1B4: Please describe any additional progress your schod has made towards improving water quality, eficiency, and
conservalian. (Maximum 200 wards)

Qur school has dual-flush ilets that use less water for liquid waste. All bathroom faucets are motion -censored auto- off
faucets and sinks have low-flow/aerated faucets.
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Q1CL What percentage of solid waste is diverted from landfilling or incinerating due to recycling andior composting {i.e.
Recydling Rate)?
A - Monthly garbage service in cubic yards {(garbage dum pster size{s) x number of alledions per month x percentage full
when emptied or colleaed). : 10 cubic yards
B - Monthly recyding volume in cubic yards {recyding dumpster sizes(s) x number of collectons per month x percentage full
when emptied or clleced). : 40 cubic yards
C - Monthly composiable materials volume(s) in cuhic yards (food soapffood soiled paper dumpster size{s) x number of
wiledions per month x percentage full when empoed or aollected). : 4 cubic yards
RecydingRate = ( (B + C) =(A+ B+ C) x 100) ; 81.5%

Q 1C2: What percentage of your schod'’s total officelcl assroom paper content by cost is post-consumer material or fiber
fram forests certified as responsibly managed by the Farest Stewardship Cauncil, Sustainable Forestry initiative,
American Tree Farm System ar aother certificatian standard. {If a product is anly 30% recyded, anly 309% of the cost
shauld be counted)

9%

Q 1C3: What percentage of the total officeidassroom paper content by cost is tatally chlarinefree (TCF) or processed
chiarine free (PCF}

o

Q1C4A: Please provide the following informatian abaut your schod’s hazardou s waste

How much hazardous waste does you school produce (ths/personfyear)? : 0
How is the amount genevated calaulatied? - we don't generale any hazardous waste
List the types of hazardous waste generated - none

Q1CS5: Which of the fdlowing benchmarks has your schod achieved to minimize and safely manane hazrdaus waste?



(;’Iease check all that q:ply)-

Our school has a hazardous waste policy for storage, managemnent, and disposal that is actively enforced.
Our school disposes of unwanted compuler and gedronic produas through an approved recyding faclity or program .

Which green deaning standard is used?

Q 1C6: Does your schod use “third party certified” green cleaning products?
Yes

Please provide the falowing infarmation about the green deaning products used in your schod:

Whal perceniage by volume ol all deaning produds in use are "third pasty cerified” green deaning produdas? : 75%
What spedfic green deaning produa standard (Green Seal. Ecologo. elc) does the school use? : Green Seal GS5-37

Q1C7: What other indicatars doyou have of your schod's reduction of sdid waste and elimination of hazardous waste?
{Maximum 200 wards)
Evary trash can in our school is matched up with a dearly labeled recyde bin. Bins are periodically monitored for “sorting
erors.” Each dassroom/eating area has a compost bin; food waste, pet waste and other appropnate matenals are composted.
We have a trash-free lunch program for our students, and any school- provided lunches come in re- usable containers (only
provided once per week). We have implem ented monthly Green Challenges that involve contests to inaease our re-use of
iterns, our recyding, and to reduce our consumptian in general (less used is less to dispose of).

Q1D1: What percentage of your students walk, bike, bus, ar carpool (2 + student in the car) taffram schoad ?
909

How was this data cdlected and caiculated? (Maximum 100 wards)

Anecdotdly and visual estlimation; we have a carpool procedure that is monitored by staff so we see the students get into and
out of cars; it is very rare to see students get out alone. The school helps maich up carpools since we do not offer busing
services. Many students walk or bike to and from school each day (about 25%); we can determine the perceniage based on the
number of students who are released 1o walk or bike home at the end of the day, as parents must inform the school office.

Q1D2: Which of the fdlowing pdicies ar programs has your schod implemented:

Our school has designaled carpool parking stalls.
Qur school has established Safe Pedestnan Routes o school whidch are distributed to parents and posted in our office.

Q1D3: Describe how yaur schod transportation use is efficient and has reduced environmental impacts {e.g. the
percentage of school-omned electrichybridalternative fudl vehicles in your fleet, or ather indicatars of significant
reductions in emissions):
Our school does not own buses or provide iransporiation. We own 1 pick-up truck for plowing snow -- this is our only
vehide.

Q1D4: What percentage of the schad grounds are devoted to ecolagically benefical uses (schoal vegetable garden,
wildlife ar native plant habitats, autdoor classroom, rnvironmental restaration prajects, rain garden, etc.) or
sociallyicuiturally benefical uses (e.g., playgraunds, autdoor spaces designed and used reguilarly far social interaction,
athletic or recreational areas, walking or running trails etc.)?

100%

Q1D5: This is the end of Pillar 1. Please describe any other accomplishments ar progress your schod has made towards
reducingldiminating environmental impacts or improving yaur energy efficiency. {Maximum 200 words)
We do not have dala 0 compase our performance o baseline data because our dassroom buildings were built spedfically o
be energy and water effident, and programs have been in place since they opened We implement monthily environmental
challenges that promote stewasdship behaviors. We have set-back thermostats; all lights are CFLs or other low-energy
options. All dassrooms have daylight-enhandng windows to reduce need for light, and have options b tum on some (rather
than all) of the lights. Lights are also on motion sensors so they go off when no one is using the dassrooms or bathrooms.
Our dassroom buildings hawe thick insulaion i reduce heating and cooling needs. We also have geothermal heating and
cooling, mentioned previously, as well as a wind twrbine and an amay of solar panels. We are working to expand and add more



energy efficent features to our campus in the neas fuare. In addition © 100% recyded office paper, we purchase recyded toilet
paper and paper towels. Classes are enocouraged to use doth (pwels when sade to do so, and each dassroom is equipped with
reusable dishes and silverware so thal no disposabledpaper produds are used during dass medls or parties.
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Pillar 2: Healthy School Environments

Healthy student and staff environment goal: The schgol improves the health and performance of
tuden staff.

Fillar 2 includes two main Elements:

A) An integrated school environmental health program based on an operations and facility-wide
environmental management system that considers student and staff health and safety in all practices
related to design, construction, renovation, operations, and maintenance of schools and grounds.

B) High standards of nutrition, fimess, and quantity of quality outdoor time for hoth students and staff.

Each question in this section is designed to measure your school's progress toward Pillar 2
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Q2AL: Which of the following practices does your school employ with regards to pest management? (Please check all
that apply)

Qur school has an integrated pest management plan in place to reduce andfor eliminate pesticides.

Copes of pestiade labds, copies of notices, MSDS and annual summaries of pesticide applications are all available and in an
arvessible location.

Our school prohibits children from entering a trealed area for al feast 8 hours after the reatment or longer if required by the
pestiade label.

Q2A2: Which df the following practices does yaur school employ toimprove contaminant control and ventilation?
(Please check all that apply)

Our school has a mmprehensive indoor air quality management program that is consistent with Indoor Air Quality (1AQ) Tools
for Schools.

Our school meets ASHRAE Standard 62.1- 2010 (Venulabon for acceptable indoor air quality).

Our scheol has diminated mercury-containing thermmometers, chemical compounds, art chemicals, etc. and dlemental
mercury.

Qur school disposes of any unwanted mercury laboratory chemicals, thermometers and other devices in accordance with
federal, state, and local environmental regulaions.

Our school has CO alarms that meet the requirements ol the National Fire Protechon Associaion code 720.

There are no wood structures on school grounds that contain chromate pper asenate.

Qur school visually inspedts all strucures on amonthly basis to ensure they are free of mold, moisture, and water leakage.
Our school's indoor relaive humidity is maintained below 60%.

Our school has moisture resistant materials/protective systems installed (ie. floonng, mb/shower, backing, and piping).

Qur school has a dhemical management program that indudes: chemical purchasing policy (low or no- VOC products),
storage and labeling. raining and handling, hazard imommumicaen, spills (dean up and disposal), and selecing EPA's Design
for the Environment approved deaning produds.

Our school prohibits smoking on campus and in public school buses.

If your school has combustion appliances, is there an inventory of them and are they annually inspected to ensure they are not
releasing Carbon Monoxide? (yes/no/no combustion appliances): no -- waler heaters not inspeded annually

What percentage of all dassrooms with radon levels greater than 4 pCi/l have been mitigated in conformance with ASTM
E21217: no dangerous radon levels detected.
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Q2B1: Which practices does your school employ to promate nutrition, physical activity and overall schod health?
{Please check all that apply)
Our school pariopates in a Farm 10 School program or other program to utilize local food in our cafeteria
Our school has an onsite food garden.
Our sudents spend an average of a least 120 minutes per week (over the past year) in school supefvised physical education,
Al least 5096 of our students’ annual physical education @Ekes place outdoors.

Please list your school's USDA HealthierUS Schod Challenge anard level ar describe other nutrition program.
(Meaximum 100 words)

Please describe the type of outdor exercise gppartunities and nahure-based recreation available to students. (Maximum
200 wards)

Students partidpate in PE., which is outdoors when weather permits. Every student has repess 1-2 umes per day, outtoors
unless there is lightning or below zero temperatures. Classes go outside to work in thelr gardens or at our local farm except
dunng winter; dasses are enicouraged D go ouiside on a daily basis for leamning opportunines, which often involve walking or
other physical activity. We do not provide a school lunch except for a monthly farm-10-table program, and a weekly pizza lunch,
which is provided by Organic Life and indudes fresh fruits and vegetables, locally sourced when available. Organic Life is the
leading provider of healthy school lunches in llinois. Each Farm 1o Table lunch fesdures a vasiety of produce planted, grown,
and harvested by our students, from kale 1o wheat D beans. The students then paniapaie in a meal eated by parem
volunteers, and present ip their peers about theirr gop at the lunches. This meal, accompanied by experiential leasning, makes
an impad far beyond the lunch table. Students bring home their knowledge and experience of growing and eating new, healthy
foods, and can make a significant impad on their own family's purchasing and eating behavior.

Q2B2: What percentage (by cast) of food purchased by your schodl is certified as “environmentally preferable” (eq-
Organic, FairTrade, Food Alliance, Rainfarest Alliance, etc.)?

9036 (but we do not provide lunch for our students)

Q2B3: This is the end df Pillar 2. Please describe any additional progress your school has made in terms of the schod's
built and patural enviranment (induding unique canmunity andior business partnerships) 1o promote overall student
and stalt health and safety. (Maximum 200 words)

we have a parmership with a local farm; students work at the farm and learmn about farming practices and health 1ssues. We
have outdoor dassrooms (areas in the praine and near the pond equipped with benches and maenals for leaming) and are
currently in the process of converting our playground o an all-natural play and leaming area and installing an outdoor fire ring.
We are developing a number of parnerships with local and national businesses in order 1o fund and develop these innovative
spaces. We have purdhased a greenhouse o be ins@lled on-site this March. Our LEED building/cam pus features make a
significant and positive impact on student health. Research demonstrates that naura lighting and green building rechnologies
that aspire to improve the indoor air quality enhance produdivity and student achievernent. while simultaneously improving
student health. Native landscaping results in less pestiade usage.
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Pillar 3: Environmental and Sustainability Education

Smident achievement goal: 100% of the school's gr emvironmentally and sustai
literate.

Pillar 3 includes three main Elements:

1) interdisciplinary learning about the key relationships hetween dynamic environmental, energy and
human systems.

2) Use of the environment and sustainability 1o develop STEM content knowledge and thinking skiils to



prepare graduates for the 21st century technology-driven economy.

3) Development of civic engagement knowledge and skills, and students' application of these to
atddress sustainability and environmental issues in their community.

Each question in this section is designed to measure your school’'s progress toward Fillar 3.
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Q3A1: Which practices does your schoa employ tohelp insure the environmental and sustainability literacy of yaur
graduates? {Please check all that apply)

Our school has an environmental or sustanability literacy graduaion reguirermnent

Environmental and sustainability concepts are integraied throughout the curmiculum,

Environmental and sustainability concepts are integrated into dassroom based and schoolwide assessments.
Professicnal development opporunities in environmental and sustainability education are provided for all teachers.

Please describe your schod's enviranmenial or sustainability literacy graduatiaon requirement. (Maximum 200 wards)

We have developed an environmental literacy scope and sequence, and assured that each topic is covered. In addition, our
students com plete an environmental culminating projed, where they spend an entire year immersed in an environmental
issue. They complete significant service hours related 1o the issue, as well as research/presentations about the issue, in which
amajor requirernent is relaing their issue to major environmental concepts (the flow of energy, cyding of matenals, change
over ime, interrel alonships, human impacts on the environment, eic). We are developing a student ambassadors program in
which students in each grade from Kindergarten through 8th grade will study the different sustainable features of our campus.
Each grade level will focus on leaming about one or more different cam pus fealures, and the students will present their newly
amquired knowledge 10 their teachers, students, and parents. This will in turn educate all of our parents about the sustainable
campus features and how they could be incorporated in other venues. By the ime our students reach the 8th grade, they will be
knowledgeable about all of the sustainable campus features and will act as student ambassadors, able to condud tours and
echcaie visitors about the benefits.

Please describe your classroom based or schodwide assessments in enviranmental and sustainability cancepis and
include what percentage of students scored "proficient” ar better. {Maximum 200 wards)

We are just starting to implement an environmenta portfolio requirement &t each grade level, where shudents will be keeping
seleded environmentally relevant materials from kindergarten through 8th grade to monitor and assess progress and
knowledge. Being a new program, we do not have daia on students scores. Students will also be taking a test at the end of their
sustainability unit (in March), scores unavailable. Students complete their environmental culminating project. which is
designed as an authentic assessment of thair environmental knowledne, attitudes, and gvic engagement skills and attitudes. Al
students pass this (soore profidently}, as itis a graduaion requirement. Many other dassroom-based assessments are in use
because our curriculum is focused on the environment, but these are individualized by teacher.

Please describe professional development gppartunities available in enviranmental and sustainability standards.
Include the percentage of teachers who participated in these opportunities over the past 2 years. {(Maximum 200 wards)

Qur staft in-service days involve ervironmental education components. All teachers partopate in these. (We have an entire day
devoled to planning integratet environmental units, with a speaker and coaches scheduled to come. Previously this year, we
had professional developmen on dassroom gardens, using our LEED certified building as a learning dassroom, and nature
jourmnaling.) Our school has an environmental education spedalist on staff that works with all teachers and dassrooms, but
espedally with new teachers 1o help them feed comforiable teaching in and about the environment Two teachers (1089¢)
attended the Green Schools conference last year, and attended NAAEE conference 2 years ago. 6 teachers (309} attended a
waorkshop about geating and using cutdoor leaming areas. 2 teachers (1004) attended the Chicago Wildermness wildOnes
conference; 3 teachers (15%) altended the Chicago Wilderness annual aonference. We provide in-house opponunities for the
teachers who attend these conferences to bring their new lonowledge and skills back t our campus and share them with their

colleagues.
Q3AZ: if your schodl serves grades 912, please provide the folaming information:

Q3B1: Doyour schod's science caurses frequently use sustainability and the enviranment as a context for learning



science (such as asking guestions, developing and using models, planning and carrying aut investigations, analyzing
and interpreting data, using mathematics and computational thinking, constructing explanations, and engaging in
argument from evidence when explaring environmental and sustainability issues)?

Yes

Please describe. (Maximum 200 words)

Our cumaulum involves integrated environmenta units a every grade level. These units are largely projed- based, so students
are colleding and monitoring data, researching issues that are important (o them, and making connedions between disaplines.
We em ploy a construdtivist or inquiry approach when possible. in addition, our students engage in age-appropriae
environmental service learning projeds from kindergarten through 8th grade. One example of such is a projed in which our
fifth graders are currently engaged. Their goal is to aeate custom - designed and hand- painted kitchen compost buckets for sale.
Any profits from the sale of these buckets is assigned tp the school’'s com postng program. The students incorporate this
project into their curnculum in a number of ways: = They lean mathematics by calaulating the volume of matenals they are
keeping out of landhills. - They study saence by detving into how the composting prooess works to break down organic
materials into valuable mater and areating different recpes for compost depending on how their customers want 1o use it »
They aedle informative and convinang sales brochures and flyers w publiagze thar produds. = They leam economics by
studying supply and demand and determining how much o charge in order to make a profit

Q3B2: Iif your schodl is ahigh school, does your school curriculum make connections between cassroom and college
and career readdiness, in particular post-secondary options in environmental and sustainability fields (for examplie, CTE
Green Sustainable Design and Techndogy course)?

Please describe these cdlege and career connections. (Maximum 200 words)

Q3C1: Do studenis conduct an age-appropriate, seli-selected, civicdcommmunity engagement project a every grade level ?
Yes

if nat in all grades, please specify which grades.

What percentage of | ast year's graduates scored proficient or better on a community o civic engagement skills
assessment? .

10096 students passed therr culminating environmental service learning projedt (it is a graduation reguirement)

Please provide the fallowing information:

What percentage of these projeds focus on environmental or sus@inability topics? | 10096
‘What percentage of students com pleted such a projed iast year? - 100%

Q 3C2: Dostudents have meaningful cutdoor |earning experiences {experiences that engage students in entical
thinking, prablem sdving and decision making) a every grade level?

Yes
if nat in all grades, please specify which grades.

Please share haw outdoor learning is used toteach an array of subjects in contexts, engage the broader community, and
develop civic skills. (Maximum 200 words)

Qur teachers are encouraged Ip each using the ouldbors as a dassrpom whenever it makes sense in the cuimiculum, Students
engage in phenology daia collections, which hones observation, drawing, writing, measuring and data colledion skills, as well
as communication skills, Students in 1-8th grade keep nature journals, and use these tn thar writing curriculum . Students are
al involved in environmental service leaming projeds that encourage stewardship behaviors. For example, students work with
adult community volunteers to resiore a praine agoss the street from our school; students promote rain barel use, educate the
public about the benefits, and construa and sell rain barels, and students have become involved in a cam paign w help get the
NCLUI bill passed in congress. One example is our 3rd/4th grade Lewis and Clark unit The students travel to a local hom estead
in the middle of winter in order 10 partiopase firsthand in the types of challenges and adventures Lewis and Clark faced. They
build thair own shelters, leamn how 1o start a fire by hand, and cook over the fire they have aeated. The students remember this
unitand gain a great dea of knowledge and pnde from thesr hands- on parbgpation.



Q 3C4: Please describe your partnerships with the local community (e.g., academic, business, government, nanproht
and informal science institutions) to help advance your school, agther schods (especially schod s with fewer resources)
and the greater community toward the 3 Pillars. Incdude bath the scape and impact of these partnerships. {Maximum 300
words)
We have a previously- desaribed partnership with the Prairie Crossing Farm. We are also in the process of developing a joint
summer teacher institute {for outside teachers) with the Farm. We work in partnership with our local community college
(College of Lake County), where mllege students come ip work with our students on local food preparation and preservation.
We are also developing parnerships with the college related to our sustanable landscaping and their horticuhiure department,
and through their LEED cerufication program. We are developing a parinership with National Louis University o work with
their pre-service teachers on environmental education and integrated environmental units. Qur goal is & reale an opportunity
for pre-service teachers 10 complete an in-service program on oUr campus, where they can be mentored by our teachers, who
are educated in environmenial education. This will result in more new teachers, having education and experience in inlegrated
environmental education. This will allow them to bnng thewr new skills wherever they work, expanding the impaa and bringing
environmental education into new schools. We work with local nonprofit conservation agendes such as the Liberty Praine
Conservancy S0 our Students an partiopale in restoration activities and other volunteer adivities. We have a pastnership with
Waste Management o present an award annually to the students whose aulminating projed makes the biggest impact on the
environment We also pariner with many other local businesses and government agendes, in allempts 10 educate them ahout
environmental impac and encourage them o make sustainably chpices. Our students frequently travel W other schools D
teach environmental lessons o younges students, induding both lessons about the benefits of environmental behaviors like
recyding, and teaching about ecologica concepts. Qur students have traveled to Chicago schools, Waukegan schools, and
Gumee schools, among others, to teach their peers.

Q3CH: This is the end of Pillar 3 Please describe other methads and measurements your schod uses toensure
matriculating students are enviranmentally and sustainability literate. {Maximum 200 wards)

Our school's curriculum is centered around the environment, and we make a concerted effort 1o inlegrate environmental studies
and issues with all of our dassroom curricula areas. This 1S the basis of our charter, and we ry o indude it in students' lives
every day. We work with all teadhers o make sure that all students are devedoping a sense of place, stewardship behaviors, and
exological literacy. Through teacher professional development and evaluation, we ensure that the environment is a priofity in all
of our dassraoms. Through 9 years, our students demonstrate emotional connecions to the natural world and develop
meaningful undersiandings of ecological processes and human effects thereon. They leamn stewardship and em powerment
skills that will make them become artive and engaged dlizens who have the knowledge and the desire to affect positive change
in thesr communities.

15. Page Fifteen

This condudes your Green Ribbon Schods Application. Please take a moment to make sure you've answered every
questiaon to the best of your ability. Once you proceed past this page, your application is considered submitted and will
not be available far further editing.

16. Page Sixteen

Thank you far submitting an application to lllinais Green Ribban Schaals.

Your applicatian will he reviewed alang with all completed applications tollowing the application deadiine of February 15,
2012.

It you have any questions, please contact Winais® Green Ribbon Schools program coordinator, Ann MurarolLacopa

Email Confirmatian
Feb 14, 2012 15:43:01 Success: Email Sent to: nhesshises@pcocharterschool.org

17. Thank You!




Thank you far submitting your school’s Green Ribbon application. We appreciate your pasticipation in this program.



PENDING OMB APPROVAL

PART 1 - ELIGIBILITY CERTIFICATION

School and District’s Certifications

The signatures of the school principal and district superintendent (or equivalents) on the next page
certify. for public schools, that each of the statements below concerning the school’s eligibility and
compliance with the following requirements is true and correct. For private schools, the signatures
of the school principal and district superintendent (or equivalent) on the next page certify that
statements 1 through 3 and statement 8 are true.

L.

| ]

The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12. (Schools
on the same campus with one principal, even a K-12 school, must apply as an entire
school.)

The school achieves or comes close to achieving the goals of all three green Ribbon
Pillars: 1) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments;
and 3) environmental and sustainability education.

The school has been evaluated and selected from among schools within the state or
Nominating Authority’s jurisdiction (BIE, DoDEA), based on quantified achievement
toward the three Green School Pillars and Elements.

Neither the nominated public school nor its public school district is refusing the U.S.
Department of Education Office of Civil Rights (OCR) access to information necessary
to investigate a civil rights complaint or to conduct a district wide compliance review.

OCR has not issued a violation letter of findings to the public school district concluding
that the nominated public school or the public school district as a whole has violated
one or more of the civil rights statutes, A violation letter of findings will not be
considered outstanding it OCR has accepted a corrective action plan to remedy the
violation.

The U.S. Department of Justice does not have a pending suit alleging that the public
school or the public school district as & whole has violated one or more of the civil
rights statutes or the Constitution’s equal protection clause.

There are no findings of violations of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act in
a U.S. Department of Education monitoring report that apply to the public school or
public school district in question; or if there are such tindings. the state or public school
district has corrected. or agreed to correct, the findings.

The school and. in the case of a public school, the public school district. meet
applicable federal, siate, tribal and local health, environmental and safety requirements
in law. regulations and policy and are willing to undergo EPA on-site verification.

ED-GRS (2011-2012) Page b ol 9
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PENDING OMB APPROVAL

(.S, Department of Education
2012 Green Ribbon Schools

For Public Schools only: (Check all that apply) D Chaster | Tillel [ ] Magnet B¢ Choice

Name of Principal _ Dr- Ggu ‘ \J\JOI’"(‘ Q_[ |

(Specify: Ms.. Miss, Mrs.. Dr., Mr. etc.) (As it should appearm the official records)

Ofticial School Name _ Prairie Crossing Chacter School
(As it should appé&ar in the official records)

:f(::(])::llgf\ddrcss 1531 Jones Poirt Road

(If address is P.O. Box. also include strect address.)

GE&'Q_L&\KL_ e (00030
City State Zip

County LOJLQ/ State School Code Number* 34044949000
Telephone (§431) SHAL -4 322 Fax (§43y SHZ G344

Wcb site/URL Al aSL rier s oy E-mail ﬂhu&hi‘&cﬁ &hg{grsdnw(.ors

| have reviewed the information in this application, including the award and cligibility
requirements on page 2-4, and certify that to the best of my knowledge all information is accurate.

,3.4 )C%JX (AABr e Date 3’/)5' ,//-2

(Principal s Signature)

Name of Superintendent* Me. NlQEl Whl“lﬂﬂ"'ﬁn execative. diector
{Specify: Ms.. Miss, Mrs.. Dr., Mr.. Ol.her)

Dt Name? _Prar. Cr, Chaclr S Bt o (R 3-93 20

I have reviewed the information in this application, including the award and eligibility
requirements on page 2-4. and certify that to the best of my knowledze all information is accurate.
I concur that this is one of (he highest performing green school applicants in our state.

e Date Y

*Privaie Schools: If the information reguested is not applicable, write N/A in the space. In no case,
is a private school required fo make any certification with regard to the public schoo! district in
which it is located

LD-GRS (201 1-2012) Page 7 0l Y
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PENDING OMB APPROVAL

PART [l - SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS

Instructions to School Principal

Provide a concise and coherent "snapshot” that describes how your school is representative of your
state’s highest achieving green school efforts in approximately 600-800 words. Summarize your
strengths and accomplishments. Focus on what makes your school worthy of the title U.S.
Department of Education Green Ribbon School. Be sure to note if students were actively involved
in preparing the application.

This summary should be written as a stand-alone document. It will provide the ED review panel
with an overview of the school’s green activities that were detailed in the application to the state,
DoDEA or BIE evaluators. 1f the school is awarded a Green Ribbon, this information may be
shared with other schools, candidates for next year, the press. and the public.

PART Il - DOCUMENTATION OF STATE EVALUATION OF NOMINEE

Instructions to Nominating Authority

For the pilot year. the Nominating Authority must review nominated schoels for high achievement
based on the schools’ quantified achievement® toward reaching the goals of each of the three Green
School Pillars and elements.’

For ¢ach school being nominated by the Authority to ED, please attach state (or equivalent)
evaluation materials {application) based on the Nominating Authority Evaluation Support
Framework provided by ED to facilitate your evaluation of schools.

The Nominating Authority must review and sign the following certification for each school being
nominated to ED.

Nominating Authority’s Certifications
The signature by the Nominating Authority (the CSSO. DoDEA or BIE) on this page certifies that
cach of the statements below concerning the school’s eligibility and compliance with the following

requirements is true and correct.

/1. The school has some configuration that includes one or more of grades K-12. (Schools
on the same campus with one principal, even a K-12 school. must apply as an entire

6 The quantified assessment should be based on the common metrics provided in state level evaluator guidance.

7 In tuture vears. evaluators will be required to review the school community's comprehensive green school plan that

incorporates, at a minimum. the plan elements listed under “The Three Pitlars and Elements.” and a

buseline ussessment tor each of the elements of the plan; however. this documentation is not a requirement in the pilot

year.

LED-GRS (2011-2012y Page 8 of 9
PENDING OMB APPROVAL



PENDING OMB APPROVAL

school))

V2. The school achieves or is one of those overseen by the Nominating Authority which
comes the closest to achieving the goals of all three green Ribbon Pillars:
1) environmental impact and energy efficiency; 2) healthy school environments; and
3) environmental and sustainability education.

V3 The Nominating Authority has evaluated the school and selected it for submission to the
U.S. Department of Education from among those schools overseen by the Nominating
Authority which have applied for a Green Ribbon. based on quantified achievement
toward the three Green School Pillars and Elements.

/4. The school and the district meet applicable federal civil rights and federal, state. tribal

and local health, environmental and safety requirements in law. regulations and policy
and are willing to undergo EPA on-site verification.

Name of Nominaling .
Agency M 7[

Name oiNominsinz /) /ooty K, fopck, 54D

{Specify: Ms., Miss, Mrs.. Dr., Mr., Other)

[ have reviewed the information in this application, including the award and eligibility
requirements on pages 2-4. and certify. to the best of my knowledge through a documentary
verification assessment, that the school meets the provisions in this Part of the Nominee
Presentation Form.

CL&-._A.- @_, Date 9/'”l4.__-

{Nominating Authority’s Signature)

Note to Nominating Authority: The application, including the signed certifications should be
converted to a PDF file and emailed to Director. ED-Green Ribbon Schools at

green.ribbon schoolsiied.sov. or mailed by expedited mail or a courier mail service (such as
Express Mail. FedEx or UPS) to Andrea Suarez Falken, Director, Green Ribbon Schools. Office of
Communicattons and Qutreach, SE227, U.S. Department of Education. 400 Maryland Ave. SW,
Washington. DC 20202-8173.

GRS (201 I-IZ(H?} Page 9 of 9
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Prairie Crossing Charter School Snummary of Achievements

Prairie Crossing Charter School (PCCS) is a public school that transforms our children
through academic discovery and interaction with our unique natural, ecological, and
community resources. Our Values include:

» Environmental Stewardship: We respect the Earth and conserve, protect and
restore the natural environment.

» Ecological Understanding: We believe the natural environment provides a fertile
ground for creativity, wonder, inquiry and integrated learning across academic
disciplines.

We strive to nurture a generation of youth who can lead us toward a future in which
caring for our earth is innate and essential. We achieve this through: (1) our focus on
reducing environmental impact and increasing energy efficiency, while actively engaging
students in learning, living, and teaching about these critical issues; (2) our care for the
environmental, physical, and socio-emotional health of our students; and (3) our
integrated environmental curriculum that breaks down traditional barriers between
subjects and makes learning more meaningful to students.

PCCS’ campus features the first LEED certified school building in Illinois. From
conception to construction, we created the school’s campus to reflect our mission and
values and demonstrate green technologies. We were proud to achieve a LEED Gold
rating by the USGBC. The campus features local, renewable, and recycled materials,
native landscaping, a geothermal heating and cooling system, natural ventilation and
lighting, solar panels, wind turbine, rain cisterns, rain barrels, indirect and direct
fluorescent lighting, dual flush toilets, sensor-controlled sinks, and more.

Each environmental feature of PCCS’ campus serves as a teaching/learning tool. We
launched a Green Ambassador Program to ensure that students understand the green
features of the campus, making the campus a sustainability classroom. This program also
gives students an active role in promoting and communicating about the school by
serving as tour guides and presenting the campus’ environmental features to visitors.

Our monthly Green Challenges ensure that our students learn about integral
environmental issues and practice sustainable behaviors at school and home. Topics this
school year include: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle; Trash Free Lunches; Composting;
Donate, Don’t Toss; Paper Reduction; Use Less Electricity; Water Conservation and
Leave No Child Inside. Tbe classrooms receive activities and resources for each month’s
environinental theme, and engage in auditing and behavior monitoring. Classrooms then
set measurable goals for improving their performance over time. Through these types of
hands-on programs, our students become environmental stewards in their homes,
families, and neighborhoods. PCCS hopes to empower them to reflect the lessons they
have learned outwards, lighting the way for others to learn, engage, and improve.

At PCCS, we believe that children learn through dynamic engagement in the natural
world. Our students spend time in active play outdoors every day except in severe
weather conditions. In addition to daily recess for all students, we utilize the outdoors as
a classroom. As part of our integrated environmental curriculum, students in all classes
participate in field studies, take nature walks, plant, maintain, and harvest classroom
gardens, build natural dens, participate in solo spots and phenological observations, visit
the Learning Farm, and more. Students develop a strong sense of place through these
activities.



In classroom gardens and at the Leamning Farm, PCCS students actively participate in
every stage of growing organic crops, from planting, caring for and harvesting plants to
preparing them for consumption. This hands-on, outdoor education incorporates our
constructivist and integrated approach to learning. While growing food, students learn
about the history and economics of agriculture, mathematics concepts through the
measurement of plants and compost materials, writing and reading through relevant
research and reflection, and earth science through the study of soil quality and the
transformation of energy in living things. PCCS students then have the opportunity to
participate in a freshly prepared monthly Farm to Table lunch, featuring crops grown by
students. This meal, accompanied by experiential learning, makes an impact far beyond
the lunch table. Students bring home their knowledge and experience of growing and
cating new, healthy foods, and can make a significamt impact on their family’s
purchasing and eating behavior.

As a charter school, we believe in reaching heyond our campus, and our commitment to
service learning helps us achieve that goal. Every grade at PCCS participates in extensive
Service Learning Projects, concluding with our 74/8" grade Culminating Projects. These
projects seek to engage students in exploring the questions:

» How are you going 1o better the world in whicb you live?

= What are you going to do to positively impact the environment and your

community?

Prairie Crossing Charter School does that by seeking out opportunities for collaboration
in our community and beyond. We hope to serve as a model, and to be a passionate and
committed pariner for schools and organizations looking to improve their environmentai
impact, connect youth to the natural world, and give them the motivation, education,
and resources necessary to protect it



MURARO ANN

Subject: FW: Green Ribbon Schools

From: McQuillen, Deirdre [mailto:Deirdre. McQuillen@Illinois.gov]
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2012 8:37 AM

To: MURARO ANN
Subject: Green Ribbon Schools

Ann-

Sorry, this took so long to get back to you. All three of our Bureaus checked their records and we have no violations
pending against any of the 3 finalist schools.

if you need anything else just let me know.

Thanks.

Deirdre McQuillen

lllinois EPA/Partners for Clean Air
Outreach Coordinator

phone: 217-558-0073

fax: 217-785-8346




